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The Armenian Genocide has engendered complex and conceptually challenging literary and artistic 
responses because of its unique status as a genocide that was virtually forgotten for fifty years and has 
been continuously denied by the Turkish state for over 90 years. The on-going denial has meant that the 
genocide itself has never come to an end and justice has been delayed. The issue of denial raises 
challenging questions and added burdens for those artists and writers who attempt to portray the 
aftermath of the genocide itself, especially the continuing trauma that characterizes the lives of the 
survivors and their descendants. These talks will explore this theme in Atom Egoyan’s film Ararat, 
Arshile Gorky’s life and paintings, and the poetry of Tekeyan, Charents, and others.	
  

	
  


